
   GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 18, 2011 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Galaxy Room 
Lakeview Inn & Suites, Drayton Valley, AB 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
  

Cecil Andersen  WCAS Chairman, Pembina Agriculture Protection Association  
Wes Tweedle  Brazeau County 

 Brian Novak  TransAlta Generation Partnership 
 David Brand  Sherritt Coal 
 Somerlee Bennett Talisman Energy 
 Doug Yalte  Shell Canada 
 David Helmer  Alberta Environment 
 Mesbah Ahmed Alberta Environment 
 Susan Kelly  Public-at-Large 
 Dr. Herman Sievering Guest Speaker 
 Bob Scotten  WCAS Executive Director 
 Greg Swain  WCAS Operations Manager 
 Patrick Andersen WCAS QA/QC 
 Heather Plumb  WCAS Office Manager 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Action Item #1: WCAS to look into a FOIP request to the ERCB for an emissions inventory. 
 
Action Item #2: Bob to arrange for sub-committee meeting. 
 
Action Item #3: Patrick to copy David Helmer on downtimes and exceedences. 
 
Action Item #4: Bob to invite Phil Whitney to next board meeting to address Hinton exceedences. 
 
 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Cecil Andersen called the meetings to order at 10:00 a.m.. Introductions were made. 
  
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
Approved as presented. 
 
3. Approval of the September 23, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
 
Approved as presented 



4. Air Pollution, Climate and Crop Yields in the WCAS Region: Dr. Herman Sievering  
 
Recently the West Central Airshed Society Board was sent both a complete copy of the report as 
well as the peer reviews, because both Dr.Sievering and the board received the reviews just this 
week, there will be a chance to respond and the final report should be ready in early January.  
 
PowerPoint Presentation – Please contact WCAS for presentation. 
 
Discussion held IN-CAMERA. 
 
5. Financial Update: Heather Plumb – Appendix A 
 
The only significant outstanding invoices are Suncor, Petro-Canada and Shell. The Suncor and 
Petro-Canada invoices have been passed on to our contact person and should see results, and the 
Shell invoice will be passed on to Doug Yalte. 
 
Due to the current economic climate, our invoices have faced increased scrutiny and due to the 
voluntary nature and the out dated nature of our inventory, WCAS has faced declining returns. Over 
the past three years, WCAS has seen a $300,000 reduction in our membership fees. As our 
inventory is based upon old information, many of the locations have been divested, once sold, the 
former owners are no longer willing to pay and the new owners have not volunteered any 
payments. 
 
While the ERCB, does collect emissions information on an ongoing basis, WCAS as well as other 
Airsheds, have not been able to access that inventory. The Airsheds have met with and has 
submitted numerous requests including at a high level, for cooperation, to no evale. 
 
The suggestion was made as to the possibility of using a FIOP request, to acquire what we need. The 
West Central Airshed region falls within three ERCB regions including Drayton Valley, Stoney Plain 
and Rimbey, therefore 3 requests would have to be made. The cost is $25 each and the ERCB would 
be required to respond. 
 
Action Item: WCAS to look into a FOIP request to the ERCB for an emissions inventory. 
 
 
6. Review of Action Items: Bob Scotten 
 
Previous Action Item #1: Bob to provide Board with possible funding increase options. 
 
Bob presented 3 options: first, a 5% increase resulting in an additional $40k, a 10% increase 
resulting in an additional $80k or not implementing an increase, so that we may reduce our 
accumulated reserve fund. WCAS has just over $650,000 in cash, which is quite considerable for a 
not-for-profit organization. Bob is working on a meeting with Diana McQueen, our regions MLA, 
whom was recently named Minister of Environment. This meeting would address the Airsheds 
sustainable funding concerns.  
 
There may also be changes coming up for the required equipment performing PM2.5 monitoring, 
which may force WCAS to upgrade equipment at costs approximately $130,000. 
 



AMEC has released a report to the Airsheds that has examined funding options and various impacts. 
One option includes taxation, which may not be reliable as taxes are pooled into a general fund and 
then budgets are approved year-to-year, and may not guarantee sustainability. Another option 
would be to designate an authority to collect fees, although there is no database significant enough 
to support the emission inventory requirements. More options include licensing or consumption 
fees.  
 
The generally consensus is that WCAS would be in a better position to implement a fee increase 
with a declining balance.  
 
Motion: The West Central Airshed’s 2012 budget to allow for a small deficit with the 
understanding that WCAS may have to rely on reserves. 
 
Motion: The WCAS Board to strike a sub-committee to address collections issues. 
 
Action Item: Bob to arrange for sub-committee meeting. 
 
Previous Action Item #2: Bob to provide board with list/c.v. of individuals to peer review the 
Ag Study, to be emailed to Board. 
 
Dr. Sievering’s report has now been peer reviewed by four individuals, two statistians, John Calanni 
and Richard Payton, whom were provided by Dr. Sievering as well as Dr.Kindzierski, with a 
background in engineering and public health and Dr. Legge, a plant expert, with solid 
understanding of the WCAS program.  
 
Discussion held IN-CAMERA. 
 
Previous Action Item #3: Patrick to investigate the time, cost, etc of developing a single 
database. 
 
In order to amalgamate, our three current formats of databases, Patrick would require 
approximately a week of time, at a cost of $3000. 
 
Motion: Patrick to produce a single database, expected by the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Previous Action Item #4: Bob to provide the Alder Flats landowners with a formal release. 
 
Bob will be dropping it off soon. 
 
Previous Action Item #5: WCAS to install signage for the shop. 
 
Greg will install one of the signs from storage. 
 
 
7. Zone Managers Report: Bob Scotten 
 
 
 A) Network Status: 
 
The Edson station in now equipped to monitor for the Air Quality Health Index (AQHI). 



B) Hightower Air Monitoring Station 
 
Hightower is operating again following problems with the generator, as discussed at the previous 
meeting. 
 
C) Shop 
 
A pad has been levelled and the seacan has been installed. 
 
D) 2011 Outstanding Invoices 
 
See Financial Update. 
 
 
8. 2012 Budget: Bob Scotten 
 
Motion: Leon to be promoted to Technician, from Technician Trainee. 
 
9. Air Monitoring Update: Patrick Andersen – see Appendix B 
 
Action Item: Patrick to copy David Helmer on downtimes and exceedences. 
 
Action Item: Bob to invite Phil Whitney to next board meeting to address Hinton exceedences. 
 
10. Other Business 
 
11. Next Meeting Dates: 
 
February 24, June 1 (Annual General Meeting), September 28, November 30 
 
Adjourned 
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